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I Have long withed to fee a ſmall pamphlet fuitable 

to the underſtanding, time-and'citcumftances of many 
newly awakened ſouls; containing the doctrines which 
are eſſential for them, to be acquainted with: whether 
this is adequate to the purpoſe, is not for me to deter- 
mine; however T hope (through the divine bleſſing) it 
will be ſerviceable to thoſe wi condeſcend to read it; 
and if they find as much comfort in reading it, as I 
have found Ut Wn, OO RE their 
labour loſt; | 


I. The -firſt doftrin ine which yow ought to be ac 
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inform us that Gop made man upright. His under- - 


ſtanding was clear; he underſtood his maker's will, 
and his own duty. His defire was to the Lox d, and 
to the remembrance of his name. His will naturally 


choſe good, and his affections were placed upon the 


ever adorable being who had given him exiſtence, He 
comprehended ſo much of the Deity as made him hap- 


' Þy; and felt that he was well pleaſing to him, whoſe in- 


finite wiſdom had placed him in fo delightful a ſituati- 
on ; he knew that he was ſurrounded and filled with 


Gop. He was created a pure creature, having no prin- 


ciple of evil in Him; Gop created him in his own 
image, in the image of Gop created he him. Being 
without fin, he had no pain, nor trouble, nor terrify- 
ing fear, nor anxious care; ah! no, diſquietude 
had not entered his peaceful bosom; he walked - as 
ſeeing him that is inviſible, and had the conſtant ſmile 


and protection of that Gop, whoſe name and na- 
ture is love. In this bliſsful ſtate he knew the privi- 
ledge of being created; wiſdom, | humility, ſincerity, 


purity and felicity, were as natural to him as to breathe. 
He was however created a free agent, but, dreadful to 
tell, he ſoon abuſed his liberty, and ſinned againſt the 
beſt of beings, by eating of the forbidden tree, for 


which he and his poſterity, were baniſhed from pa- 


radiſe. 5 Y. 


II. A ſecond doctrine neceſſary for you to be ac- | 


quainted with, is that of the fall of man. Our firſt 
parent by tranſgrefſion fell, loſt his rectitude and hap- 


pineſs, and involved the whole human race in his de- 


— 


. 3 & 


g 


generaey. From the time he eat of the forbidden 
tree, till the time the promiſe was made to him in pa- 
radiſe, he had no union with Gop; no reſemblance 
of Gop; no love to God; no power to turn to Gop; 
nor any deſire after Gop; for having ſinned againſt 
' Gov, ſpiritual death had overſpread all the powers of 
his ſoul: and you are informed in the bible, that he be- 
gat a ſon in his own likeneſs ; that is, in his owa ſinful 
likeneſs; and as mankind multiplied, ſo iniquity pre- 
valled. 


The Loa p then hoket dis hou heaven a 15 
| faw that the wickedneſs of man was great upon the 
earth; and that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart, was only evil, and that continually ; and the 
| Lon o repented that he had made man on the earth, 
and he was grieved to the heart; and the Loxp faid I 
will deſtroy man whom J have created from the face 
of the earth. Therefore the Loxp deſtroyed all man- 
kind, eight perſons only excepted ; and theſe ſoon 
proved they were of the ſame degenerate ſtock. Your 
own obſervation and experience, may convince you 
that the whole human race are contaminated ; and 
from the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot, are 
covered with the leproſy. of ſin : That man's heart 5 
deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked. 
Even the great apoſtle of the gentiles acknowledged 
that in him, that is, in his ffeſu dwelt no good thing. 
And our Loxp fays, out of the heart peg 
evil thoughts; adultry, fornication, uncleanneſs, la- 
ſciviouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
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emulation, ſtrife, ſedition, . envyings, murders, 


drunkenneſs, and every ſpecies of abominatian.—— . | 


Moreover the ſcriptures fay, that the carnal mind is 
enmity againſt God; for it is not ſubject to the law of 
Go, neither indeed can it be. Hence wicked men 

do not like to retain Gop in their knowledge; they 


contemn God; they practically say unto God, depart 1 


From us, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways :— 


. Yea, they are faid to be haters of Gop ; haters of that 
| adorable being who is the perfection of beauty and 


bleſſedneſs : haters of that Gop who is goodneſs in the 
abſtract; haters of the Gop of love !—Fallen man is 
an enemy in his mind to the law, the government, the 
providence, the perfection, the nature, and the image 
of Gop. Alas! what a cage of unclean birds! A den 
of ravenous beaſts! A fink of iniquity ! A ſepulchre 
of corruption! A repoſitory of enmity! A magazine 
of luſts! is the unchanged unſanRified heart of man 
You, and I, and the whole human race, are in this ſin- 


ful ſtate by nature. Ignorance, impurity, infincerity, 
and high-mindednefs, invelope the whole ſoul ; we were 
ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſin did our mothers conceive 
us. Let any man take an impartial ſurvey of the tem- 
pers, converſation, and actions of men in general, and 
ſay if it does not evidently appear, that they are abami- 
nable idolators, loving riches, honours, pleafures, ar. 
ſome kind of ſenſual gratifications, more than Gow 
their maker? Do they know, fear, love, or take de- 
lght in Goo? Or in prayer, reading religious books, 
or in ſpiritual, faithful, beart-(earching ſermons, or is 


2 


podly converfation? FRET they not l nd 
to all theſe ? Does there appear in them a prevailing 
defire to pleaſe, God, to * 5 his name, in the whole 
of their behaviour ? Do they uſe ſelf-denial ; ? Do 
they not think thoſe miniſters their enemies, who tell 
them the truth? Do they ſpeak or even think well 
of religious people? On this affecting ſubjeR, there 
can be no need of enlargement, or of multiplying ar- 
7 guments. Gon knows the evidences of human de- 
pravity, are too ſtriking not to be obſerved and 
* lamented. 


III. The third doctrine which is needful for you 
to underftand, is that of the love and merey of Gop. 
Gor, who is wiſdom and love, contrived a way for 
man to be reſtored to his favour and image, and be 
bleſſed with eternal happineſs ; and this was by the gift 
of his beloved fon. God was ſelf- moved; he loved 
| becauſe he is love, and becauſe he would love. Love 

is his darling attribute; the attribute that ſheds an 
richie glory on all his perfections. There was nothing 
in man to merit his love, neither was redemption 
of man, or even of his requeſt. Jehovah did not 
however manifeſt himſelf in thunder, in light- 
W ning, and earthquakes, but took this opportunity, if I 

may fo expreſs myſelf, to diſcover his bezign character, 
and to diſplay inexpres:ivie infinite mercy, to a race of 


intelligent rebels, who had finned by RY AN in . ; p 


* againſt his divine EY: 
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excellent in this laconic ſentence, that it is hardly poſſi- 
ble to quit the theme. It has juſt been obſerved, that 
in the works of you may ſee wiſdom, power, 
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Here is love, ma that row firſt loved Gop, but 
that he firſt loved man. Devils. and .men. had, both 


been created pure; had both laws for their govern- 
ment ; had both forfeited the favour of Gop: but dis- 
tinguiching love was manifeſted, in providing a ſaviour 


for Adam and the whole human race. Love, disinter- 
'*ested love, put forth her benignant. hand to ſave a 


guilty world from everlaſting woe. Love, sympa- 


* thizing love, (ſpeaking after the manner of men) now 


exerted itſelf to propitiate divine juſtice; and happy, 
thrice happy for a ſinful race, mercy and truth met to- 
gether, righteouſneſs and peace kiſſed each other. 
+» | 06 —O how Omnipotence 

<« Is loſt in Love! Thou great Philanthropiſt } 
“Father of Angels, but the friend of man! 


Love, that angels wonder at, that devils envy. 
love, which is the theme of the church militant, and 
the church triumphant. Oh the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height, of the love of Gop! This 
ſhort ſentence, Gop is love, was never yet fully fa- 
thomed. In the works of creation, you may ſee infi- 
nite wiſdom, omnipotent power, and great goodneſs ; ; 
but in thoſe of redemption, love ing with the lift t- 
eſt rapidity to ſave a ruined world. „ 


Go is love! There is ſomething - ſuperlatively 
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and great gocdnels ; but revelation alone informs you, 
that Gop is love. The name and character of your 
heavenly father is love. Love is the governing prin- 


ciple that actuates him in all he does. It is love, pure 


unabating love to his creatures, that moves him to eve- 


ry act, both of grace and judgment. Oh my dear 
friends, you may taſte a little of his love in this world, 


7 


but you muſt die, you muſt riſe again, you muſt have 


a new body, new company, new diſcoveries, new em- 
ployment, and be freed from ignorance, imperfection, 
pain, ſorrow, temptation, as well as from the poſhbility 


of ſinning, before you can comprehend the n. b 


myſteries of Gon's love to fallen man. 


© Oh God! of good — unfathom'd fra, 

c Who would not give his heart to thee z 

ec Who would not love thee with his might? 

© - Oh who can that vaſt love expreſs, 
„ Which brings thee down to me, who leſs 

<& Than nothing am, till thou art mine“ 


IV. A fourth doctrine ners for you to be 18 8 


quainted with, is the atonement made for ſin by the 


death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Adam having broken 
the paradiſaical law, and by ſo doing rendered himſeif 
obnoxious to the juſtice of Gop; and Go having 
declared he ſhould ſurely die, if he finned; either 
man muſt die, and that eternally, or the divine at- 
tribute of Juſtice be ſullied, had not the ſecond Adam 
made an atonement; but ſooner muſt the blood of 
Chriſt "ſtain the croſs, than the juſtice of Jehovah _ 


be Rained, or man periſh. Gop ſo loved the world, 


that he gave his only begotten Son to be a fupſtitute 
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lor the ſinner, and to make an atonement for ſin.— 
This is evident from the following ſcriptures. . The | 
Lon hath laid on him the iniquity of us all he bore | 
our fins in his own body on the tree —he was wounded 19 N 
or our tranſgreſſions he was bruiſed for our iuiquities 
Ehe chaſtiſement of our peace wag upon him, and 
with his ſtripes we are healed—he ſuffered for fin, the 
| Juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to Gop,— 
Had Chriſt failed in one point, either in obeying or ſuf- 
fering, he could not have made an atonement for fin : 


N 
12 * 
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but he hath magnified the law, and made away inte the 
Holy. of Holies, by the facrifice of himſelf. O what 
a great, important, intereſting work was this which 


Chriſt undertook ! For this he left his throne of glory; 


for this he laboured through life, and groaned out 
his ſoul in death, a ſpectacle of reproach to men and 


devils. For this he prayed, and wept, and ſweat, and 


ſighed, and bled! For this he hung upon the croſs, 
and deſcended into the grave! He made peace by 
the blood of his croſs. He ſtept in between the two 


parties, and ſunk under the weight of the undertak- 
ing into the grave; but ſunk, like Sampſon, for the 
 falyation of Iſrael. Without ſhedding of blood, there 


could be no atonement made for fin; and if divine 


juſtice had not been ſatisfied, and the law fulfilled, not 
one of the human race could have been ſaved. The 


law of Gov required obedience ; and obedience to a 


part only of its precepts, would not ſuffice, It requi- 
red perfect, univerſal, inward and outward, and ever- 
* obedience, or the eternal death of the tranſyreſ- 


The death af g then, was eſſential to pro- 


eure man's acceptance with Gop. The blood of bulls 
not make an atonement for ſin; it muſt be by the 


to whom cherubim and ſeraphim miniſter; the death 
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and goats, or of a mere creature like ourſelves, could 
blood of him to whom ſovereigns are ſubject; of him 


of him who is ſtiled God, and the father's fellow: Oh 


death! never waſt thou ſo honoured, fo diſgraced! !— 
With what a train of ſorrow does he deſcend into the 


manſions of the dead! With what triumph does he 


_ ughinge thy formidable gates! Come my dear friends, 
let us turn aſide, and behold the ſorrowing ſufferer. See 
_ that face defiled with ſpitting, in which angels behold the 


brightneſs of glory. That head encircled with thorns, 


(the fruit of the curse) which was entitled to a dignity of 


a different nature. Thoſe hands which held the reins of 


_ Univerſal government, and parcelled out the ſeveral 
boundaries of the nations, nailed to the accurſed tree. 
That fide, which beat with ardent love to ſinners, pierced 
by the ſoldier's ſpear, and that body, the extraordinary 
production of omnipotence, bathed in blood. His ſoul, 
his ſpotleſs foul, ſorrowful, amazed, and overwhelmed. 


His heart melted beneath the ſcorching rays of juſtice; 


and For ut, he felt that, which if we had ſuffered, would 


have been death eternal, miſery complete. He cries, 


* the rocks had echoed back the ſound, could they have 
| ſtood the ſhock; but they rent before it. The mapble 


monuments of the dead are broken up by that voice, 


which in the great day will diſlodge every grave of its 
inhabitant. He cries, heaven and earth attend the call 
of their creator; the one cloathed in univerſal mopru- 


ing, the other convulſed with agonizing throes—He 
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eries—how would angels wonder and devils triumph. 
while he cried, my Gop, my Gop, why haſt thou for- 
ſaken me! Oh awful period! Matchleſs ſuffering ! . 
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ce Beneath my load, he faints and dies, 

4 I filled his ſoul with pangs unknown , 

I caus'd thoſe mortal groans and cries, 
4 J kilFd the father's only ſon. 
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tc The holy meek unſpotted lamb, 

e Who from the father's boſom came; 
© Who died for me even to' atone 
% Now for my Lox D. and Gop, Iown. 


£& When from the duſt of death J riſe, 
& To claim my manſion in the ſkies; 
c Even then this ſhall be all my plea 
Jeſus hath liv*d and died for me.” 


V. A fifth doctrine which you ought to under- 
ſtand, is that of repentance. Repentance for fin ſome- 
times begins with great fear; but fear, when it thunders 

and lightens ; or when pain, lofles, diſappointment, or 
death, ſeem to be near, is not an infallible mark of a 
ſcriptural repentance: This kind of repentance is too 
often like the morning cloud and the early dew, ſoon 
paſſing away. Let only the terrifying object be re- 
moved, and eaſe, proſperity, friends, and company, 
ſuccecd, then. tears, and this kind of repentance are no 
more. By repentance, I mean, firſt, a conviction that 
you are in the broad road to hell; that you are a ſin- 
ner, both by nature and practice; that the wrath of 
God. hangs over your head; that dying as you are, 
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vou can never be ſaved; that religion is th e one thing 
eedful, and that your ſoul is worth more than ten 
thouſand worlds. 7 


When this conviction takes place, and the arrows 


Per the Almighty ſtick faſt in your heart, you will that ] 


oment awake like a man out of a dream, and ac- 
knoivledge, with the prodigal, that you have ſinned 


4 pgainſt your heavenly father: .M- 


'* 


If your convidtica be on the Talelt'of Gan & 


will produce in your ſoul, ſorrow for ſin, a broken 


and a contrite heart; your ſoul will be in heavineſs, 
and the pains of bell will get hold upon you; yea, 


1 your heart will be oppreſſed, and your iniquities will 
be a heavy burthen; intolerable, too heavy to bear; 
fear, condeppnation, and horror, will drink up your 
F ſpirits; weeping, lamentation, and woe, will fill your 
F habitation, while gloomineſs, blackneſs, .darkneſs, aud 
F almoſt deſpair, will inhabit your breaſt, 


Anot her ſtep in true repentance, is a ankle 


I of ſin. You muſt confeſs. your inward and outward 
3 | fin; your public and private fins; that is, your heart 
i | fins, your eye fins, your hand ſins; the ſins of your 
Y youth, and the ſins of your riper years; the ſins you 


have committed precipitately, and the ſius you have 


1 deliberately ; you might write them all 


down that came to your mind, and conſeſs them ſeveral 


times a day to Gop, till you find forgiveneſs; I have 
FX known perſons who have done this. If you want a 
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} form to affift you in this duty, take the common pr: bl 
i book, or any other form you think proper; but if you 1 
do not chuſe a form, confeſs them by tears, by ſighs 4 
Land by inwardly mourning before Gop. The apoſtle 
© fays, if we ſay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves 
and the truth is not in us; but if we confeſs our ſins, F 
he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and ta 
' cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs. He that cover 
his fins ſhall not proſper ; but he that confesceth and 
 Forsaketh, glall find mercy Another ſtep in true 
repentance, is reſtitution. The meaning of which 1 1% . 
if while in an unconverted ſtate, you have robbed? 
your maſters, friends, or neighbours, of their character, q 
or property, or have debauched their children, you now! 1 
do all in your power to make reparation. . You ſhould} | 
doubt of the ſincerity of your repentance, if you have 4 
time, ability, and opportunity, and do nod. Zaccheus, g 
the public tax gatherer, told our Loxd, that if he had 
taken any thing from any man by falſe accuſation, he g 
would reſtore him four - fold. Go then and do lile- 
wise, and thou shalt find treature in heaven. Another 
mark of true repentance is, ceaſing to do evil. A true 
penitent is not only convinced of the heinous nature of 
ſin, and mourns and confeſſes his iniquity, but brings 
forth the fruits of repentance, by laying aſide every 
weight, with the pleaſing, profitable, honorable fin, that 
doth ſo eaſily beſet him i the wicked man forſakes his 
- way, and the unrighteous Phariſaical man forſakes all 
thoughts of being better than others, or of being ſaved 
by the merit of his own works, It is not enough for a 
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| perſon's s fears to be alarmed, their conſciences awaken- 
Wed, the joints of their loins looſened, and for their knees 
> ſmite one againſt another, like Belſhazzer's; or that 
they tremble like Felix, and are in conſternation, ac- 
Unowledging their fin like Pharaoh and Judas, but 
they muſt evidence their ſincerity, by abſtaining from 
Wthe very appearance of evil. Thus if you have true 
TFrepentance, you will fink from the height of ſelf-praiſe, 
etuß ſeif. eſteem, and ſelf. importance, to the valley of ſelf- 

'M condemnation. Conviction will make way for un- 
ue feigned repentance, and repentance lays the founda- 
tion of future happineſs. Sorrow for fin will ſoon be 
¶ ſucceeded by a conſciouſneſs of the Almighty” s favour, 
and the pangs of remorſe will ſoon give way to the 
oys of remiſſion. Theſe are ſome of the ſcriptural 
marks of true repentance. If you have theſe, and be- 
p 1 lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, you will find in you a 
well of conſolation, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 


* VI. A ſixth doctrine eſſential for you to be ac» 
quainted wich, is the condition on which penitent ſin- 
ners are juſtified, which is fimple faith in the Lord 
7 Jeſus Chriſt. The ſcriptures have concluded all under 
iin, that the, promiſe. by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, might 
be upon all that believe. We are juſtified by faith 
without the works of the law. By grace ye are ſaved 
. through faith; and that not of yourſelves; it is the gift 
Jef Gop; not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt. By 
Fthe deeds of the law, ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified 
in his ſight. To him that worketh not, but. believeth | 
on bim that juſtifeth the ungodly, his faith 1 1s counted 
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unto him for righteouſneſs. Therefore we con dude 
that a man is juſfified by faith without the works of 
the law. You may be ready to ſay, if we are junge ; 

| by faith, without the works of the law, of what uſe} | 
is the law? To which IT anſwer, that man might 1 
know what the Deity requires of him; that if there ö 
was no law, there could be no tranſgreſſion; that ity 
was added, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, that the offence 
might abound ; that it is our ſchool-maſter to brig 
us to Chriſt, and that it is a rule of life to believers. } 
Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ] 
ſaved. Faith is the hand of the ſoul, by which 7 
lay hold of the covenant of grace. 
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4 Believe, and ſhew the reaſon of a man BY | :2 i 
Believe, and taſte the pleaſure of a Gon, 9 
£6 Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb.“ 


VII. A ſeventh doctrine which you ſhould un- 
derſtand, is the forgiveneſs of fins. The ſcriptures | 
inform us, that Gop was in Chrift, reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes to 

them. He paſſes by, and proclaims himſelf the Lord 
Gop, merciful and gracious, blotting out the ſins, 
and paſſing by the iniquities of penitent believing ſin- 
ners. St. Paul aſſured Agrippa, and Feſtus, that Jeſus | 
ſent him to the Jews and to the Gentiles, to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of Satan to Gop, that they might 
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clude reive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance among 


ks of hem that are ſanctified. When you my dear friends 
tified I now this. jayful ound, you will ſay with the royal 
t uſe N ſalmiſt, bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul,. and forget not all 
night is benefits. Who forgiveth all thy iniquities, and 


there ho healeth all thy diſeaſes. The pleaſing ſatisfaction, 
at it he joy that is unſpeakable, the peace and love of 
ence Pop, which will then fill your ſoul, will abundantly 


Ying ompenſate for all you can ſuffer from the world, or 
vers. 1 om any other quarter. You will in that happy mo- 
t be Ment rejoice that you now a ſin-pardoning God, 


you | | nd that your names are enrolled in the lamb's book 


If life; yea, with the evangelical prophet you will ſay, 
Pough he was angry with me, his anger is turned 
= Pray, and he comforteth me; behold, Gop is my ſal- 
ation, 1 will truſt and not be afraid. Your feet being 
4 bow brought out of the miry clay, and ſet upon the 
L 1 ny you will be apt to imagine yourſelf on the bor- 
q Pers of paradiſe, and wiſh to depart, and to be with 
un- Inst cver-adorable being, who has bought you with 

ures } | is blood. The following lines ſhould be the language 
the pf your tongue and AR till you Rod this to be 85 
s to bappy 2 


* 


Repentance, fai th, and carding give, | 
My humble sacrifice receive, 0 5 
De troubled conscience case 5, 


Then with the $aints is gap cinta, 
i make the keav'nly courts retaund, 
With thy eternal pra. 


VIII. The eighth doctrine which you ought to un- 
underſtand, is that of the new birth. Being born again 
implies a rupernatural or divine change. No man, how- 
ever wiſe, holy, learned, gifted, or reſpectable, can 
effect this change in the mind; he can no more do 
this, than he can make the winds or ſeas obey him; 
or cauſe the ſun, moon, and ſtars to bow down and 
pay him reverence. We do not pretend here to give 
2 phyſical definition of the manner in which the holy 
ſpirit, of Gop operates on the minds of men. We 
know but little of the nature of ſpirits, or of the ways 
in which they operate one upon another: But it can - 
not be reaſonably doubted, that the great Creator of 
all things, who forms all the capacities of the human 
mind, has the eaſieſt acceſs to them, and can imprefs 
them, or engage their attention to any object he pleaſes, 
though the manner of his operation be far above our 
comprehenſion. The wind bloweth where it liſteth, 
we hear the ſound thereof, but cannot tell whence it 
cometh, or whither it goeth; ſo is every one that is 
born of the ſpirit. Believers are born again, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the wil of 
man, but of Gop. It is Gop that worketh in them 
both to will and to do, of his good pleaſure. 
When this mental change takes place, the underſtand- 
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ing 1s enlightened to ſee the purity of the moral law, 
the nature of ſin, the vanity of the world, the utility 
of the ſcriptures, the worth An, 
ſuitableneſs of Jeſus Chriſt as a Saviour 
ing born again implies alſo a sensible change. I 
mean there is a moment, a happy moment, 
when the penitent finner #nows that he is paſſed from 
death unto life. When his guilty fears are vaniſhed, 
and when his diſtreſs and trouble are removed, and 
when the peace and love of Gov, firſt take place in 
his ſoul. But take care you do not call every impulſe 
or impreflion of the mind, an operation of the ſpirit— 
many are unhappily miſtaken here. On hearing a 
ſtrange preacher, or making ſome new diſcoveries 
which gratify a curious mind, or even by the tone and 
geſture of the preacher, and various other ways, you 
may experience ſame pleaſing ſenſations, which you 
way call the witneſs of the ſpirit, but which leave you 
under the power of the carnal mind. This you may 
call the work of Gop in the heart; but if you are ſtill 
qurathful, vain, proud, couetous, over-bearing, and carthly- | 
minded, you are deluded—Remember, no impreſſion, 
no ſenſation can be from Gon, unleſs it tend to trans- 
form you after his own image in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, Being born again implies alſo a visible 
change. The proud ſinner is humbled; the lion is 
become a lamb; the churl is become bountiful; the 
laſcivious perſon is made chaſte ; the drunkard is now 
become a ſober man; the ſabbath breaker now rever- 
ences the Lord's Day. . The 5editious man being made 
of a | peaceable 3 from cenſcience n the | 
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powers that be; the murmurer is now contented; the 


flanderer now bridles his tongue; he that ſtole, ſteals 
no more, but is become diligent in buſineſs, fervent 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lozp. 


The father of a family who once led his children 
to plays, aſſemblies, card-parties or to other places of 
ſinful Pleaſures, where their minds were debauched, 


their worals corrupted, their time murdered, their. con- 
ſtitutions impaired, and where their bodies and fouls 


were in danger of falling into eternal perdition ; who 


once filled their hands with books which had a tenden- 


cy to deſtroy every principle of virtue from their ſouls, 
while he ſuffered them to aſſociate with thoſe, whoſe 


looks, converſation and actions would make an angel 
bluſh ; now he is converted to GOD, he uſes every means 
in his power to bring them to a knowledge of their 


danger; daily reading the ſcriptures to them; praying 


to Gop for them; taking them to hear the Goſpel 
preached ; ſupplying them with religious books, ſur- 
rounding them with religious friends; at the ſame time 


watching over his own conduct, leſt he ſhould be a 


Tumbling block to them. In one word, he is created 


anew in Chriſt Jeſus, anto good works, and by works his | 


faith is. made perfect. 

3 A ninth doctrine neceſſary for you to under- 
ſtand is, that of ſanctification. Holineſs and perfec- 
Etion, are nearly, if not quite, 5ynoymous. This be- 
gins the very moment a perſon is accepted of Gop. 


By perfection we do not mean abſolute, angelical. 
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Or. adamical perfection. The holineis we contend for 


implies the deſtruction of ſin in the ſoul; the 
conſtant in-dwelling of the ſpirit; the loving Gop with 
all the heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves. The 
poſſeſſing the meek, gentle, humble, thankful, patient, 


reſigned, loving mind that was in Chriſt Jeſus. The 
_ poſſeſſing the conſtant power of faith; whereby we 


are enabled to preſent ourſelves a living, holy, ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice to Gop, which is our reaſonable 
ſervice, and the walking before the Loxp in all his 


\ ordinances and commandments blamelefs.=——— - 


Now the Gop of peace ſanctiſy you wholly; and 1 
pray Gop your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body, may 
be preſerved blameleſs to the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. But to elucidate each of the doctrines 
we have nientioned, would fill a large volume; I ſhall 
therefore conclude theſe obſervations with addrefling | 
a few words, firſt to thoſe who are ſeeking the LozD, 
and ſecondly, to thoſe who have obtained mercy. 


Oh my friends! remember you have offended the 
Gop of all grace; you have ſinned againſt him who is 
merciful and full of compaſſion ; therefore cry fervent- 
ly, and perſeveringly, with the royal pſalmiſt, caſt me 
not away from thy preſence, but reſtore unto me the 


joy of thy ſalvation. Shew me thy tender mercies, that 


my ſoul may live, and my IR aſk and receive till your 


oh is full! 


- vine ye war, y heavy laden gnners 5 hour } hat the | 


I; 


Lon faith—Though your 5ins he bs ww as the Sand, 
and as mighty as mountains, I will drown them in the 
depth of my bottomless mercies ; I will be merciful to your 
wnrighteoumess, I will multiply pardons ; where your aint 
have abounded, my grace shall außer- abound; ;, though they 
be as Scarlet, they hall be white at ano: though they be © 
red like crimson, they Shall be as ool—Brhold, declare 
mnyself well pleased in my beloved Son, the price is paid !-— 
Here my dear friends is encouragement indeed; and 
although your conviction may not at preſent be quite 
ſo e nor your trouble ſo great as is mentioned in 
this parnphlet, nevertheleſs you may be a true peni- 
tent; therefore come boldly to a throne of grace, that 
you may obtain mercy and find grace to help you in 
time of need. Perhaps you may be tempted to think 
that you have ſinned away your day of grace; that 
ſome other time will be more convenient; that you 
will make yourſelf fitter for Chriſt; that the world will 257 
laugh at you; and that there is no neceſſity for ſo 
much to do about religion; but I do aſſure you that 
thoughts like theſe; either ariſe from'Satan, unbelief, 
the world, or from unprofitable reaſoning, and have a 
tendency to make you put off your ſalvation till it is 
too late: Remember, wow is the acceptable time, and 
not is the day of ſalvation. 


Jo thaſe who have obtained-mercy——Oh!. my 


dear brethren, keep cloſe to the Lon by prayer, ſelf - 
examination, reading, meditation, and hearing the word 


preached; _ By meekneſs, love, patience, and chari- 8 
ty, continue to evidence your faith : pay a ſtrict 
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| attention: to. every domeſtic, relative, civil, and 


malice be ye children, but in underſtanding 


2 


" fwellings of . Jordan, when che waters overflowed 
their banks. Oh beware 9 


ſplit upon in theſe democralli $; I mean evil ur- 
mizings, growidless TH5PECHONS,. SOUP? 4 vancey. and a de- 
Stre of ruling. Keep humble at the feet of Chriſt—In . 


In theſe contentious times you will do 


Cloſe to the ſacred oracles of divine truth; theſe con- 


tain the diſpenſations of Gop to men, and demand 
our higheſt veneration. The ſcriptures abound with 
precepts to conduct you happily through this world, 
and to eternal felicity in the next; the ſtudy of them 
is therefore a matter of eſſential duty, and ought to be 


"the firſt care and concern of every individual. They 


give to virtue its 5weetest hopes; to hardened vice its 


greatest fears, and to true penitence its best conſola- 
tions. Oh how amiable is- that religion which Chrift 


has revealed to mankind! How noble the precepts, 
how benevolent the Principles: How intereſting the 
ined in. this venerable but de- 


Oh my friends, lay the words of this book up in 


Vvour hearts; teach them to your children; ſpeak of 


them when you ſit in your houſe ; when you walk in 


| 5 the way; when you lie down, and when you riſe upz 


and when you have done and ſuffered, the whole will 
of Gop ; having ſerved your generation, may Gon, 
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EVEN our. OWN. - 80 b, bring you, with ally our tribes) © "If 
into his preſence, where there is | ſullſteſs of j joy, „And NG: by 


* . right hand where there are pleaſures for Se oh 
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